
History progression of Vocabulary  
 
 

EYFS 
 

 Why are nursery rhymes 
important? 

What is the most important 
building in Salisbury? 

 

What has happened in my life? 
What is a memory? 

 
Vocabulary  related to Concepts 

 
 

 
Compare, Order, History, Lives, Change, Same, Different, People, Artefact, Questioning, Finding Out, A Long 

Time Ago, because, chronology, evidence, event, memory, popular 

Vocabulary related to Big Ideas 
 

 

 
Legacy, Rebellion, Monarchy, 

pail, king,  queen, prince, 
princess, family, royal, well, 
materials, rebel, tradition, 
invasion, fairness/unfair 

 

 
Significance, important, building, 

tourist, attraction, city, 
cathedral, church, firefighters, 

fire station, library, bank, special, 
emotion, celebration, celebrate, 

Salisbury  
 

 
Legacy, significance, society, family, 
community, traditions, celebrations, 
environment, difference, member, 

similarity, special, important, 
grandparent, extended, immediate, 

auntie, uncle, cousin, sibling, brother, 
sister, parent, adult 

 
Vocabulary related to the passing of 

time 
 
 

 
Old, New, First, Next, Past, Now, present, future, current 

 
 
 



Year 1/ 2 

 Year 
group 

Why did they build 
castles a long, long 

time ago? 

Would you survive 
the Titanic? 

Should we reignite 
the space race? 

Why did the Great Fire 
of London spread so 

quickly? 
 

How have toys 
changed over time? 

 

How did the Wright 
Brothers change 

journeys around the 
world? 

Vocabulary  
related to 
Concepts 

 
 

1 Curiosity, Detective, Investigate, Ask, Object, Books, Pictures, Photographs, Surroundings, Local, Homes, houses and buildings, 
Explain, Used for, Timeline, Date Order, Similar, Different, Because, Important  

 

2 Question, Artefact, Newspapers, Websites, Historians, Primary /Secondary Evidence, Information, Like or dislike, Significant, 
Tally chart, Changes, Observe, Non-fiction books, Maps, Internet, Research, Buildings, Places, Historical event  

 

Vocabulary related 
to Big Ideas 

 

 

 Medieval, Iron 
age, fortification, 
moat, dungeon, 
arrow, parapet, 
motte and bailey, 
portcullis, curtain 
wall, battlements, 
drawer bridge, 
guard house, 
conquest, hill fort, 
defense, military, 
civilian, 
settlement. 

 

 Orbit, astronaut, 
space suit, gravity, 
eagle Luna 
module, pioneers, 
launch, command 
module, Saturn v, 
splash down, 
NASA. 

 

Eyewitness, fire 
break, fire hook, 
flammable, 
embers, thatched 
roof, scape goat, 
citizens. 
 

Modern, worn, old 
fashioned, dull, 
handmade, 
electronic, 
mechanism, 
generation, jack in 
the box, whip and 
top, diabolo, 
spinning top. 
 

Flight, inventors, 
aviation, engine, 
tower jumping, 
kite flying, glider, 
spectators, wing 
walking, sand 
dunes, debut. 
 

Vocabulary related 
to the passing of 

time 

 

1 Today, Now, Hours, Tomorrow, Yesterday, Then, After, Before, Weeks, The present, Year, Decade, Century, The past, Long 
ago, The future, Day, Week, Month, Long ago, Ancient, Modern, Era 

2 Sequence, Chronological Order, Recent History, Earlier, Later, Decades, Centuries  
 



Year 3 / 4 

 

 Year 
group 

How much did life 
change from the 
Stone age to the 

Iron age? 
 

How did the 
Roman invasion 
impact Britain? 

 

What was life like 
in Ancient Egypt? 

 
 

What is the legacy 
of Ancient Greece? 

 

How did the 
Anglo-Saxon 

invasion impact 
Britain? 

 

Were the Vikings 
raiders or settlers? 

 

Vocabulary  
related to 
Concepts 

 
 

3 Opinion, Experts, Bar graph, Compare, Initiate, Theme, Place, Investigate, Locality, Eye- witness account, Similarities and 
differences, Archaeologists, Excavation, Perception, Think critically, Use judgement, First-hand evidence, Second-hand 

evidence 

4 Satellite images, Respond, Aerial photographs, Source, Collect, Record, Analyse, Data, Compare, Locations, Developments, 
Impact on life, Argument, Interpretations, Develop perspective, Oral history, Myths & Legends  

Vocabulary related 
to Big Ideas 

 

 

 Hunter/gatherers, 
ceremonials, 
Neolithic, fort, 
Celtic, excavation, 
oxen, flint, 
Stonehenge  

 

Invade, empire, raw 
materials, boarder, 
Celts, stereotype, 
imperial, 
amphitheatre, 
baths, forum, 
diverse, villa, 
taxation, Latin, 
gladiators  

 

Ancient civilisations, 
Pharaoh, 
hieroglyphics, 
sphinx,  
papyrus, River Nile, 
tomb, 
Tutankhamun, 
storage silo, 
embalm, 
sarcophagus, scarab, 
mummification, 
Giza. 

City states, Sparta, 
Athens, Crete, 
myths and legends, 
democracy, 
colonies, Parthenon, 
citizen, government, 
philosophers. 
 

Hoard, wealth, 
burial, Mercia, 
pagan, Minster, 
chronicle, justice, 
monastery, 

Danelaw, genetic 
diversity, ancestry, 
long boat, raiders, 
settlers, settlement, 
concours, 
archaeological, 
Jorvik, stereotype, 
BC/AD Era, 
Scandinavia, 
reputation, ruled  
 

Vocabulary related 
to the passing of 

time 

 

3 AD/BC, Eras, Timeline, Period, Millennium, Thousands of years 

4 Chronological time consolidation, Time difference, Continuity, Change  
 



Year 5/6 

 

 Year 
group 

Why is the Islamic 
Empire referred to 
as the ‘Golden Age 

of Islam’? 
 

What made the 
Mayan civilisation 

a success? 
 
 

How has 
propaganda 

changed  
throughout 

history? 
 

What caused the 
rise and fall of 

Benin's kingdom? 
 

How did Salisbury 
contribute to 

WW1? 
 

When was the 
best time to 

become a 
criminal?  

 

Vocabulary  
related to 
Concepts 

 
 

5 Primary source, Secondary source, Suggest, Compare, Collect, Record, Analyse, Historical maps, Different scales, Contrast, 
Analyse trends, Influence, Identify, Hypothesis, Sift arguments, Sources, Infer, Reliable, Turning point  

 

6 Fieldwork, Conduct, Research, Primary source, Secondary source, Evaluate, Collect, Record, Analyse  
Conclusions, Advancements, Interpretations, Cause and effect, Structured Accounts, Omissions, Impression, Biased 

Vocabulary related 
to Big Ideas 

 

 

 civilization, 
Islamic, influence, 
scholar, expansion, 
mosque, 
merchant, 
calligraphy, 
algebra, Caliph  

 

irrigate, 
conqueror, 
sacrifice, stelae, 
drought, 
agricultural, 
hierarchal, rituals, 
archeological, 
conquest, Chichen 
Itza 

 

image, prime, 
propaganda, 
censorship, 
morale, heir, 
evacuee, 
limitations, 
reform, pouncing, 
motive, radical, 
perception 
 

Oba, colonization, 
merchant, export, 
import, Iyoba, oral 
stories 
 

Aerodrome, 
alliance, 
conscription, front 
line, infirmary, 
military, military 
training camps, 
trench, trench 
warfare, battalion  
 

Homicide, 
constable, justice, 
motive, outlaw, 
trial, smuggling, 
highwaymen, 
transportation, 
execution, capital 
punishment 
 

Vocabulary related 
to the passing of 

time 

 

5 AD/BC (BCE), Cause, Consequence, Similarity, Anachronism, Legacy,  
 

6 Short- and long-term timescales, Difference and significance, Trends,  
 


