
 

 
  History ‘Big Ideas’ 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Diversity: 

 
How history has 

shaped the modern 
world in terms of faith, 

culture and gender 
equality. 

 
 

Ethics: 
 

Understand moral 
principles – right or 

wrong? 

 

 

 
Legacy: 

 
Something that is 

handed down from 
one period of time to 

another period of 
time. 

 
 

Society:	
	

People	living	together	
in	an	ordered	
community. 

 

 
 

Invasion: 
 

To enter without 
permission or with 

force. 
 

 
 

Rebellion: 
 

People fight against 
their leader or 
government. 

 
Monarchy: 

 
A country with a kind 

or queen in charge 

 

 

 
Empire: 

 
When different people 
or countries are ruled 

by one person or 
country 

 

 
 
 

Democracy: 
 

A country that is run 
by its people.  

 
 

Trade: 
 

The action of buying 
and selling goods and 

services. 

At St Peter’s we believe that all children should be equipped with skills that allow 
 

them to be curious about the past and challenge their thoughts of the future. 
 



 

 Big ideas Learning Journey 
 

 

 

 

 

                                       Legacy 

EYFS Year 1/2 Year3/4 Year 5/6 

- Why are nursery rhymes 
important? 
-What is the most important 
building in Salisbury? 
- What has happened in my 
life? What is a memory? 
 
 
 

- Would you survive the 
Titanic? 
- Should we reignite the space 
race? 
-Why did the Great Fire of 
London spread so quickly? 
- How have toys changed over 
time? 
- How did the Wright Brothers 
change journeys around the 
world? 

-How did the Roman invasion 
impact Britain? 
-What was life like in Ancient 
Egypt? 
-What is the legacy of Ancient 
Greece? 
-How did the Anglo-Saxon 
invasion impact Britain? 

 

-Why is the Islamic Empire 
referred to as the ‘Golden Age 
of Islam’? 
-What made the Mayan 
civilisation a success? 
-When was the best time to 
become a criminal? 
 

 

                                           Society 

EYFS Year 1/2 Year3/4 Year 5/6 
-What is the most important 
building in Salisbury? 
-What has happened in my 
life? What is a memory? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

-Would you survive the 
Titanic? 
- Should we reignite the space 
race? 
- Why did the Great Fire of 
London spread so quickly? 
- How have toys changed over 
time? 
-How did the Wright Brothers 
change journeys around the 
world? 
 

-How much did life change 
from the Stone age to the Iron 
age? 
-How did the Roman invasion 
impact Britain? 
-What was life like in Ancient 
Egypt? 
-What is the legacy of Ancient 
Greece? 
-Were the Vikings raiders or 
settlers? 
 

-Why is the Islamic Empire 
referred to as the ‘Golden Age 
of Islam’? 
-What made the Mayan 
civilisation a success? 
- How has propaganda 
changed  throughout history? 
-What caused the rise and fall 
of Benin's kingdom? 
-How did Salisbury contribute 
to WW1? 

   

                                         Invasion 

EYFS Year 1/2 Year3/4 Year 5/6 
-Why are nursery rhymes 
important? 
 
 
 

 

- Why did they build castles a 
long, long time ago? 
 
 
 

 

-How did the Roman invasion 
impact Britain? 
 -How did the Anglo-Saxon 
invasion impact Britain? 
-Were the Vikings raiders or 
settlers? 

-What caused the rise and fall 
of Benin's kingdom? 
-How did Salisbury contribute 
to WW1? 
 

 

                                     Rebellion 

EYFS Year 1/2 Year3/4 Year 5/6 
-Why are nursery rhymes 
important? 

Stories that challenge 
stereotypes 

- Why did they build castles a 
long, long time ago? 

 

-How did the Roman invasion 
impact Britain? 

 

-When was the best time to 
become a criminal? 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

                                    Monarchy 

EYFS Year 1/2 Year3/4 Year 5/6 
-Why are nursery rhymes 
important? 

- Why did they build castles a 
long, long time ago? 
 

 
 -How has propaganda 
changed  throughout history? 

                                Empire 

EYFS Year 1/2 Year3/4 Year 5/6 
-Why are nursery rhymes 
important? 

 

-How did the Roman invasion 
impact Britain? 
 
 
 

 

- Why is the Islamic Empire 
referred to as the ‘Golden Age 
of Islam’?  
-What made the Mayan 
civilisation a success? 
-What caused the rise and fall 
of Benin's kingdom? 

                                Democracy 

EYFS Year 1/2 Year 3/4 Year 5/6 
-Taking turns/ class 
rules/fairness 
-School council 
 

 

- Should we reignite the space 
race? 
- School Council 

 
 

-What is the legacy of Ancient 
Greece? 
-School Council 
 

 

-How has propaganda changed  
throughout history? 
-School Council 
 
 
 

                                   Trade 

EYFS Year 1/2 Year3/4 Year 5/6 
-What is the most important 

building in Salisbury? 
 
 

 

- Why did the Great Fire of 
London spread so quickly? 
- How have toys changed over 
time? 
 

-How much did life change 
from the Stone age to the Iron 
age? 
-Were the Vikings raiders or 
settlers? 

-What made the Mayan 
civilisation a success? 
-What caused the rise and fall 
of Benin's kingdom? 
 


