
 

History Concepts 
 

 
  History Big Ideas 

 

 
 
 

 
Similarity and difference: 

 
Comparing people, places and 

events by looking at their 
similarities and differences.  

 

  
 

 
 

Change and continuity: 
 

Over time, some things stay the 
same and some change both 

across and within different time 
periods.  This can influence how 

we live today. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Cause and consequence  

 
The reason for and impact of 

events in history on civilisations 
and the wider world both at the 

time and in the future. 
 
 

  
 
 

 
Interpretations  

 
The way in which events in the 

past are explained – the 
difference between fact and 

opinion 
 

 
 

 
 

Chronology: 
 

The order in which key events happened or 
important historical figures lived and how 

these events connect or overlap. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Historical enquiry: 

 
The range of sources that provide 

information about history and their 
reliability or accuracy 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Significance: 

 
 Anything that has a bearing on a person or 

an event and how this influenced a situation 
– including how the past is remembered. 

 

 
 

 
Diversity: 

 
How history has 

shaped the modern 
world in terms of faith, 

culture and gender 
equality. 

 
 

Ethics: 
 

Understand moral 
principles – right or 

wrong? 

 

 

 
Legacy: 

 
Something that is 

handed down from 
one period of time to 

another period of 
time. 

 
 

Society:	
	

People	living	together	
in	an	ordered	
community. 

 

 
 

Invasion: 
 

To enter without 
permission or with 

force. 
 

 
 

Rebellion: 
 

People fight against 
their leader or 
government. 

 
Monarchy: 

 
A country with a kind 

or queen in charge 

 

 

 
Empire: 

 
When different people 
or countries are ruled 

by one person or 
country 

 

 
 
 

Democracy: 
 

A country that is run 
by its people.  

 
 

Trade: 
 

The action of buying 
and selling goods and 

services. 


